/52              The Story of the Winged-S
The following picture shows a similar installation
on another " Mourometz " plane with the gun in
place,
It was difficult to provide means of reaching the
rear gunner's nest in flight, because inside the fuselage
were wire crosses which made the passage slow and
inconvenient. A device was invented which the flying
crews called the *' trolley car/' It consisted of a pair
of light rails running along the whole fuselage from
the cabin to the rear gunner's nest and of a low couch
mounted on rollers. When necessary, a man could lie
down on the couch and move easily below the wire
crosses of the fuselage. While this installation was
being completed, an unfortunate event, which could
well be expected in the war, took place. On September
$5th, one of our ships was attacked in the air by
German pursuit planes. After a gallant fight, the
** Ilia Mourometz XVI *' was forced down, crashed and
burned, Every man on board lost his life.
In accordance with a noble custom which was
nearly always followed by the German and Russian
fliers, a few days later a German plane dropped a note
at the airport advising of this event. The note stated
that the four men of the crew were buried with
military honours. It indicated the location of their
tomb, on which the Germans had placed a cross of
Russian Orthodox style, with a tablet stating that it
was the tomb of four Russian fliers who died as heroes
in the aerial battle of September $5, 1916.
During the fall of 1916, two new types of planes
were finished and placed in service. They were ** Ilia
Mourorneu G " ami " Ilia Mouromett E." The first
one was in general similar to the former planes, but